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Owners must have ARC approval before making any exterior improvements to, or alterations of existing improvements on, the exterior of any 
Lot, Dwelling Unit, Casita, or other structure; before placement or posting of any object or thing on the exterior of any Lot, Dwelling Unit, 
Casita, or other structure; and before planting or removing any landscaping material. 

 
Appendix A - Landscape Plants — Approved and Prohibited 

1. This list governs which plants may be planted on residential lots in The Grand. The goal is to help our community look appealing, while 
conserving water usage, by using plants that grow well in our low desert environment, and eliminating plants that are nuisances, invasive, or prone 
to cause damage. The increased number of plants in this revised list will give residents more options in customizing their yards. Only those plants 
on the Approved Plant List are permitted.1 The absence of a plant on the Prohibited Plant List does NOT mean it is permitted. (Note: all previously 
approved plants currently planted on residential lots are grandfathered for as long as they remain alive.) 

2. The Grand’s previous plant lists were originally developed and adopted in the Del Web Specific Plan Guidelines on December 15, 1993. To 
support the current water conservation needs of the community, while maintaining the unique look of the exteriors of our homes, a new plant list 
has been developed, with input from the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR), the Arizona Metropolitan Water Users Association 
(AMWUA), the Desert Botanical Garden (DBG), the City of Surprise, and Jim Kauth (Managing Director of Aqua Trac). 

3. The ARC, with assistance from The Grand’s Garden Club members, applied the following criteria to determine the plants best suited for the 
updated plant palette for The Grand: 
 Native and desert-adapted plants must be able to thrive in our alkaline and salty soil, and the extreme desert heat of the Sonoran Desert. 
 Plants with low or moderate water use are preferred. Most high water plants are no longer on the approved list because they are not considered 

desert-adapted. 
 Plants with colorful blossoms, interesting foliage, and other desirable characteristics are included. 
 The estimated mature size of the plant (height and width) should be appropriate for the size of our residential lots, and for the placement of 

each plant. Refer to Chapter 6 for the number of required plants, and other landscaping requirements. 

4. This list is divided into categories by type of plant, and includes some relevant information about each plant. In no way does this list guarantee a 
plant’s survival in your yard. It is beyond the scope of this list to include all information relevant to selecting “the right plant for the right place.” 
Additional information resources about each plant, its cultivation and maintenance, may be found on The Grand website. 2 

 
1 The newly added Herbaceous Plants section of the Approved Plant List contains plants that require low amounts of water. Herbaceous plants are only allowed in raised 
planters and pots. Herbaceous plants in pots are a special case: residents may plant herbaceous plants from the Approved Plant List in pots, and they may also plant flowering 
ornamental herbaceous plants not on this list in pots, but they should be aware that such non-listed plants will require more water. 
2 Not all the plants on this list will be readily available at local garden centers. Plants that are readily available and are easier to grow in our area are highlighted on The 
Grand website pages that show additional information about each plant on the Approved Plant List. All the plants on this list meet the criteria listed above, and residents 
are encouraged to seek out less common plants on the list that appeal to them. 
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Botanical Name Common Name Height x Spread Special Features 

APPROVED PLANTS 

TREES GUIDELINES 

The Grand defines trees as having a mature height of more than 10 feet. For curb appeal, landscape designs look better with smaller trees in the front yard and larger trees in 
the rear yard. The best time for planting most trees (not palms, cacti & succulents) is fall in order to establish new roots before the summer heat. Many trees need regular 
deep watering for successful root establishment. Forcing a tree into an unnatural shape or size by pruning or shearing is discouraged because it creates a deformed 
appearance for the plant. Make sure the mature canopy and root size of the tree fit the space available. 

TREES: ORNAMENTAL 

Acacia aneura Mulga 12-30' x 20-30' yellow flowers, silvery gray foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia craspedocarpa Leather Leaf Acacia 15' x 15' fragrant yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia rigens Nealie 9-15' x 6'-9' fragrant yellow flowers, gray green needle leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia 30-40' x 15-20' fragrant pale yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia saligna Blue Leaf Wattle 20' x 20' fragrant yellow flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia stenophylla Shoestring Acacia 30' x 20' fragrant cream colored flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Bauhinia macranthera Chihuahuan Orchid Tree 15-20' x 15-20' rose pink flowers, cloven leaves, pollinators 

Bauhinia divaricata Mexican Orchid Tree 10-18' x 15' white and pink flowers, cloven leaves, pollinators 

Bauhinia lunarioides Anacacho Orchid Tree 
Texas Plume Tree 6-15' x 6-15' fragrant white flowers, cloven leaves, silvery bark, pollinators 

Bursera hindsiana Copal, Red Elephant Tree 15' x 10' fragrant small white flowers, red twigs, aromatic leaves, birds 

Bursera microphylla Elephant Tree 18' x 20' cream colored flowers, aromatic leaves, birds 

Caesalpinia cacalaco Cascalote 15' x 15' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Caesalpinia cacalaco 'Smoothie' Cascalote 15' x 15' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Callistemon citrinus Bottlebrush Tree 20' x 15' red flowers, fragrant gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callistemon salignus White Bottlebrush 15-25' x 10-15' cream colored bottlebrush flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callistemon violacea Violet Bottlebrush 10-12' x 10-12' fragrant fuchsia flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Cascabela thevetia (Thevetia 
peruviana) Yellow Oleander, Lucky Nut 20' x 20' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Ceiba (Chorisia) speciosa 'Pink 
Princess' dwarf Silk Floss Tree 8-12' x 12' DWARF ONLY, variety of colors, pollinators 

Chilopsis linearis Desert Willow 15-25' x 15-20' fragrant white to purple flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Condalia globosa Bitter Snakewood 12-15' x 12-15' fragrant small flowers, pollinators, birds 

Cordia boissieri Texas Olive 15-20' x 15' white flowers, velvety textured gray green leaves, birds, pollinators 

Dermatophyllum (Sophora) 
arizonica 

Arizona Mountain Laurel 
Arizona Necklace Pod 10-20' x 10' fragrant purple flowers, blue green fuzzy leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Dermatophyllum (Sophora) 
secundiflora 'Silver Peso' , 'Silver 
Sierra' 

Silver Texas Mountain Laurel 15' x 10' fragrant purple flowers, blue green fuzzy leaves, pollinators 

Eysenhardtia orthocarpa Kidneywood 15' x 10' fragrant white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Havardia mexicanum Mexican Ebony 15-30' x 10-20' fragrant cream colored flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Havardia (Pithecellobium) 
pallens Tenaza 25' x 12' fragrant creamy colored flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Rain Tree 10-30' x 30' fragrant yellow flowers, unique seed pods, pollinators, big yard only 

Lysiloma microphyllum Desert Fern 15' x 12' cream colored flowers, birds, pollinators 

Lysiloma watsonii v. thornberi Feather Bush 15' x 15' cream colored flowers, birds, pollinators 

Mariosousa heterophylla 
(Acacia willardiana) Palo Blanco 20' x 10" fragrant cream colored flowers, pollinators 

Melaleuca alternifolia Tea Tree Oil 10-20' x 10-20' white bottle brush flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Melaleuca decussata Cross Leaved Honey Myrtle 10-12' x 10-12' soft pink flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Melaleuca quinquenervia Paperbark Tree 30' x 25' yellowish white bottlebrush flowers, fragrant, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Melaleuca viminalis 'Bottle 
Pop™ Neon Pink' 

Bottle Pop™ Neon Pink 
Bottlebrush 8-12' x 8-10' hot pink brush flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Melaleuca viminalis 'McCaskillii' McCaskill Bottlebrush 15-20' x 15-20' scarlet red bottle brush flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Moringa oleifera Moringa 30' x 15' white fragrant flowers, pollinators, birds, edible 

Myrtus communis 'Boetica' Twisted Myrtle 10-15' x 10-15' white fragrant flowers, pollinators, birds, edible 

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill' Fruitless Olive 30-50' x 30-50' fragrant small white flowers, gray green leaves, aromatic leaves, pollinators, birds 

Olneya tesota Ironwood 25-30' x 25-30' fragrant yellow flowers, blue green leaves and bark, pollinators, birds, 
hummingbirds 

Parkinsonia (Cercidium) floridia Blue Palo Verde 25-30' x 25-30' fragrant yellow flowers, blue green leaves and bark, birds, pollinators, 
hummingbirds 

Parkinsonia (Cercidium) praecox Palo Brea 25' x 25' fragrant yellow flowers, blue leaves and bark, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Parkinsonia microphyllum Foothills Palo Verde 
Little-leaf Palo Verde 15-20'x 15-20' fragrant yellow flowers, green leaves and bark, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Pinus brutia var. eldarica Afghan pine 40' x 25' pinecones, pine needles 

Pinus pinea Stone Pine 30' x 30' edible pine nuts 

Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache 40' x 35' green flowers, fall color, birds, pollinators 

Pistacia atlantica x integerrima Red Push Pistache 40' x 40' possible fall color, inedible red fruit 

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree 15' x 20' inconspicuous flowers, birds, pollinators 

Pithecellobium flexicaule 
(Ebenopsis ebano) 

Texas Ebony, 
Mexican Ebony 20-40' x 15' fragrant creamy yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Prosopis glandulosa Maverick®  Thornless Texas Honey 
Mesquite 30' x 30' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Prosopis x Phoenix Phoenix Mesquite  35 x 35' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Prosopis 'AZT' hybrid AZT' Seedless Hybrid Mesquite 20-40' x 20-40' seedless 

Prosopis (Neltuma) glandulosa Honey Mesquite 20-30' x 20-30' fragrant yellowish white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Prosopis pubescens Screwbean Mesquite 
Tornillo Mesquite 20-25' x 20-25' fragrant yellowish white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Prosopis velutina Velvet Mesquite 25-50' x 25-50' fragrant yellowish white flowers, birds, pollinators 
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Rhus microphylla Little Leaf Sumac, Desert Sumac 6-15' x 12' white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush 10-15' x 15' white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Rhus virens choriophylla Evergreen Sumac 10-15' x 10-15' Cream colored flowers, birds, pollinators 

Senegalia (Acacia) berlandieri Guajillo 15' x 15' fragrant cream colored flowers, seed pods, birds, pollinators 

Vachellia (Acacia) bravoensis or 
schaffneri Twisted acacia 25' x 30' fragrant yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Vachellia (Acacia) constricta White Thorn Acacia 10' x 15' fragrant yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Vachellia (Acacia) rigidula Blackbrush Acacia 15' x 15' fragrant pale yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Vachellia (Acacia) schaffneri Twisted Acacia 18' x 20-40' fragrant yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Vachellia (Acacia) farnesiana 
(smallii) Sweet Acacia, Twisted Acacia 20' x 20' fragrant golden yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Vitex agnus-castus or trifolia Monk's Pepper, Chaste Tree 20' x 20' blue violet flowers, gray green leaves, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

        

TREES GUIDELINES: PALMS 

The best time to plant a palm is April to May when soil temperatures are above 65° to stimulate new root regeneration and growth leading to fast establishment. Palms 
require regular deep watering for successful root establishment. Routine annual pruning is often scheduled in summer after flower stalks have emerged to allow fronds, 
flowers, and fruit stalks to be removed at the same time. Palm leaves should not be removed until they are dead. 

TREES: PALMS 

Bismarckia nobilis Bismarck Palm 50' x 20' silver blue fronds, fan palm 

Brahea armata Mexican Blue Hesper Palm 25' x 10' fragrant pale yellow flowers, silver fan palm, birds, pollinators 

Brahea edulis Guadalupe Palm 45' x 15' fragrant pale yellow flowers, edible fruit, fan palm, birds, pollinators 

Butia capitata Pindo Palm, Jelly Palm 10-20' x 10-15' fragrant yellow orange flowers, blue green to silver leaves, feather palm, edible 
fruit, birds, pollinators 

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean or European Fan 
Palm 20' x 15' yellow flowers, blue green or silver green fan palm 
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Phoenix canariensis Pineapple Palm 60' x 30' cream color flowers, feather palm 

Phoenix dactylifera Date Palm 60-80' x 25' light yellow flowers, feather palm, edible fruit, birds, pollinators 

Phoenix roebelenii Pygmy Date Palm 6-10' x 6-8' cream color flowers, feather palm, edible fruit 

Trachycarpus fortunei Windmill Palm 30' x 10' yellow and green flowers, fan palm, birds, pollinators 

Washingtonia filifera California Fan Palm 60' x 10-15' white fragrant flowers, gray green fan palm, edible fruit, birds 

Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm 75' x 10' fragrant small flowers, fan palm, birds 

x Butiagrus nabonnandii Mule Palm 
Butia Queen Cross 25' x 15' feather palm, feather palm, Queen Palm substitute, sterile fruit 

        

TREES GUIDELINES: CACTI & SUCCULENTS 

Cacti and succulents having a mature height of more than 10 feet are considered a tree in the Grand. The best time for planting cacti and succulents is early spring when they 
are beginning to actively grow. Do not water immediately after planting. The first watering for a plant with existing roots is 7-10 days after planting to give its damaged roots 
time to heal. If the plant has no roots, wait until new growth is observed to water the plant. Some succulents may require watering the first summer for successful 
establishment. Ongoing irrigation may be required only in the summer, especially when rains fail. All plants in the Euphorbia family and some in other plant families have a 
milky sap that is painful to the eyes and may be irritating to the skin. Handle with care, wear protective glasses and gloves, and wash hands thoroughly after handling.  

TREES: CACTI & SUCCULENTS 

Beaucarnea (Nolina) recurvata Elephant Foot, Ponytail Palm 50' x 10' pink and ivory flowers, swollen trunk 

Carnegiea gigantea (6 ft min. to 
be considered a tree) Saguaro Cactus 60' x 10' white flowers, red fruit, upright column, birds, pollinators 

Cephalocereus senilis Old Man Cactus 20' x 40" wooly upper appearance, upright columns 

Cereus hildmannianus Hildmann's Cereus 
Apple Cactus 20' x 15' white flowers, colorful edible fruit, upright column with branches, pollinators, 

hummingbirds 

Echinopsis terscheckii Argentine Saguaro 40' x 8' white flowers, blue green fruit, upright column, birds, pollinators 

Fouquieria (Idria) columnaris Boojum Tree 50' x 10-15' fragrant cream colored flowers, upright conical, summer deciduous 

Fouquieria splendens Ocotillo 20' x 5-10' red orange flowers, upright branches, hummingbirds 
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Myrtillocactus geometrizans Blue Myrtle Cactus 
Bilberry Cactus 15' x 10' small yellow green flowers, edible drupes, blue gray stems, candelabra form, birds 

Myrtillocactus geometrizans 
cristatus Crested Blueberry Cactus 15' x 10' small yellow green flowers, edible drupes, blue gray stems, crested contorted form, 

birds 

Nolina bigelovii Bigelow's Bear Grass 12' x 8'  fragrant white flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators 

Nolina matapensis Tree Bear Grass 15' x 6' slightly fragrant white flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators 

Nolina nelsonii Blue Bear Grass 12' x 6' slightly fragrant white flowers, silvery blue green leaves, pollinators 

Opuntia ficus-indica Indian Fig 12' x 18' yellow to orange flowers, reddish purple fruit, edible, pollinators 

Pachycereus (Lophocereus) 
marginatus Mexican Fence Post 20' x 10' white to purplish flowers, edible yellow to red fruit, upright columnar branches, 

pollinators 

Pachycereus (Lophocereus) 
schottii Senita 20' x 6' pink flowers, red edible fruit, upright columns, birds, pollinators 

Pachycereus (Lophocereus) 
schottii monstrosus  Totem Pole 15-20' x 6' contorted knobby stems, candelabra form 

Stenocereus thurberi Organ Pipe 20' x 10' several colors of flowers, purple fruit, edible, basal branched columns 

Yucca brevifolia  Joshua Tree 15' 10' off white flowers, tree form, pollinators 

Yucca elata Soaptree Yucca 15' x 10' white flowers, tree form, pollinators 

Yucca rigida Blue Yucca 15' x 15' white flowers, glaucous blue leaves, tree form, pollinators 

Yucca rostrata Beaked Yucca 10' x 3' white flowers, glaucous blue leaves, tree form, pollinators 
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TREES GUIDELINES: FRUIT & NUT 

The best time for planting most fruit and nut trees is fall in order to establish new roots before the summer heat. However, citrus trees are cold-tender and are best planted 
late September through mid-November or February and March. Many trees need regular deep watering for successful root establishment. Make sure the mature canopy and 
root size of the tree fit the space available. Forcing a tree into an unnatural shape or size by pruning or shearing reduces fruit production.  

TREES: FRUIT & NUT  

Citrus trees Citrus 
greater than 10' 

variety-
dependent 

fragrant flowers, edible fruit, pollinators 

Punica granatum 'Desertnyi', 
'Eve',  'Eversweet',  'Parfianka',  
'Wonderful' 

Edible Pomegranate 10-15' x 8-15' fragrant orange to red flowers, edible fruit, pollinators 

Punica granatum 'Legrellei', 
'Nochi Shibor',  'Toyosho' Inedible Pomegranate 10-15' x 10' variety of colors, inedible fruit, pollinators 

Quercus emoryi Emory Oak 50' x 40'  yellow flowers, acorns, birds, big yard & rear yard only 

Quercus fusiformis Escarpment Live Oak 
Plateau Oak 30-40' x 30-50' yellow flowers, acorns, birds, big yard & rear yard only 

        

SHRUBS GUIDELINES 

The Grand defines shrubs as having a mature height of less than 10 feet. Front yard shrubs are required to be no more than 5 feet tall. Select shrubs with a mature size of less 
than 5 feet for the front yard to eliminate unnecessary pruning. For curb appeal, landscape designs look better with smaller shrubs in the front yard and larger shrubs in the 
rear yard. The best time for planting most shrubs is fall to establish new roots before the summer heat. Minimize the need to prune by selecting a plant whose mature size fits 
the space. Many shrubs require regular deep watering the first year for successful root establishment. Ongoing irrigation needs to percolate to a depth of 2 feet into the soil 
and the frequency may be reduced according to the season. Forcing a shrub into an unnatural shape or size by pruning or shearing creates a deformed appearance for the 
plant and reduces its flowering. Increase flowering by pruning only one time a year after it flowers and before it develops new flower buds. Do not prune in winter until after 
the last frost (approximately February 15)  in order to protect the underneath living branches and roots from further cold injury.   

SHRUBS: FRUIT 

Citrus Dwarf Trees Dwarf Citrus 
less than 10' 

variety-
dependent 

fragrant flowers, edible fruit, pollinators 
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Punica granatum 'Nana', 'Dwarf 
Red' Dwarf Nana Pomegranate 3' x 5' fragrant orange red flowers, inedible fruit, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Punica granatum 'Chico' Dwarf Carnation Pomegranate 3' x 3' fragrant orange red flowers, inedible fruit, pollinators, hummingbirds 

        

SHRUBS: ORNAMENTAL 

Abelia floribunda Mexican Abelia 3-6' x 3-6' fragrant pink flowers, pollinators 

Abutilon palmeri Superstition Mallow 4' x 3' gold flowers, silvery gray leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Acacia notabilis Notable Wattle 6-10' x 6-10' fragrant yellow ball flowers, bluegreen leaves, pollinators 

Acaciella (Acacia) angustissima Prairie Acacia 3-4' x 3-4' creamy white or salmon flowers, pollinators 

Acaciella (Acacia) angustissima 
hirta Fern Acacia 1-3' x 1-3' creamy white or salmon flowers, pollinators 

Acmispon (Lotus) rigidus Shrubby Deervetch 3' x 3' variety of colors, pollinators 

Aloysia gratissima Bee Bush 6' x 6' white flowers, vanilla fragrance, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Aloysia macrostachya Rio Grande Beebrush 10' x 10' fragrant pinkish purple flowers, aromatic leaves,screen, hummingbirds 

Aloysia wrightii Wright's Beebrush 5' x 5'  fragrant white flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Anisacanthus andersonii Anderson's Honeysuckle 3-5' x 8' red to orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds  

Anisacanthus quadrifidus 
'Wrightii' 

Mexican Flame 
Desert Honeysuckle 3-4' x 4-5' reddish orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds  

Anisacanthus thurberi Thurber's Desert Honeysuckle 3-6' x 4-5' reddish orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds  

Anisodontea hypomandarum African Mallow 5' x 5' pink flowers, pollinators 

Arbutus unedo 'Compacta' Strawberry Bush 6-8' x 5- 6' white flowers, birds, pollinators, edible fruit 

Artemisia ludoviciana 'Silver 
King' Silver King, White Sagebrush 4' x 2' yellow green flowers, silver green foliage, aromatic leaves 

Artemisia ludoviciana 'Valerie 
Finnis' Valerie Finnis 2' x 2' yellow green flowers, silver green foliage, aromatic leaves 
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Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush 5' x 8' yellow green flowers, silver gray foliage, pollinators 

Atriplex hymenelytra Desert Holly 2-5' x 2-5' yellow green flowers, silver gray foliage, birds 

Asclepias subulata Desert Milkweed 4' x 4' pale yellow flowers, pollinators 

Bahiopsis parishii Parish's Goldeneye 4' x 4' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Bahiopsis tomentosa Golden Eye 3-5' x 5-10' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Bebbia juncea Sweetbush 3' x 4' fragrant yellow and orange flowers, pollinators 

Berberis haematocarpa Red Barberry 4-9' x 6' yellow flowers, red berries, whitish gray foliage, birds, pollinators 

Berberis trifoliolata Mexican Barberry, Agarita  6-8' x 6-8' yellow flowers, red berries, whitish gray foliage, birds, pollinators 

Bougainvillea (several species) Bougainvillea variety 
dependent variety of colors, pollinators 

Bougainvillea spectabilis 'Torch 
Glow' Torch Glow Bougainvillea 6' x 6' deep pink flowers, pollinators 

Buddleja marrubiifolia Wooly Butterfly Bush 5-6' x 5-6' orange flowers, silver green leaves, pollinators 

Caesalpinia gilliesii Yellow Bird of Paradise 6-10' x 5-8' yellow and red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Caesalpinia mexicana Mexican Bird of Paradise 10' x 8' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise 6-10' x 6-10' yellow, orange and red flowers; blue green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Calliandra 'Sierra Star' Sierra Star Fairy,  Fairy Duster 4-5' x 4-5' red to pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Calliandra californica Red Baja Fairy Duster 5' x 5' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Calliandra eriophylla Pink Fairy Duster 3' x 4' pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Calliandra haematocephala 
(peninsularis) 

Red Calliandra 
Red Fairy Duster 6-10' x 3-6' red to pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callistemon phoeniceus Lesser Bottlebrush 
Scarlet Bottlebrush 6-10' x 7-12' red flowers, gray green leaves, screen, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callistemon viminalis 'Captain 
Cook' or 'Compacta' Captain Cook Bottlebrush 5-6' x 3-5' red flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Callistemon viminalis 'Slim™' Slim Bottlebrush 6-8' x 3-4' red flowers, gray green leaves, screen, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callistemon viminalis (citrinus) 
'Better John', 'Green John', 'Little 
John' 

Dwarf Bottlebrushes: Better 
John, Green John, Little John 2-4' x 2-5' red flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Carissa grandiflora or 
macrocarpa Natal Plum 1.5-7' x 3-7' fragrant white flowers, pollinators, birds 

Cordia parvifolia Little Leaf Cordia 8-10' x 6-10' white flowers, gray green leaves, screen, birds, pollinators 

Coursetia glandulosa Rosary baby-bonnets 10-20' x 12' white flowers, screen, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cycas revoluta Sago Palm 5' x 4' tropical foliage, pollinators 

Dalea bicolor Indigo Bush 5-8' x 5-8' blue flowers, silver green leaves, birds, pollinators 

Dalea bicolor argyrea Silver Prairie Clover 3-4' x 4' purple flowers, silvery green leaves, birds, pollinators 

Dalea frutescens Black Dalea 3' x 4' purple flowers, birds, pollinators 

Dalea pulchra Bush Dalea, Indigo Bush 4' x 5' purple and white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Dalea versicolor sessilis Weeping Dalea 3' x 4' purple and white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Dioon edule Palma de la Virgen 
Chestnut Dioon 5' x 5' tropical foliage 

Dodonaea viscosa Green Hopseed Bush 12' x 10' greenish yellow flowers, screen, birds 

Dodonaea viscosa 'Purpurea' or 
'Saratoga' Purple Hopseed Bush 12' x 10' green flowers, purple foliage, screen, birds 

Duranta erecta Dew Drops, Sky Flowers 6-10' x 4-8' violet, blue or white flowers; birds, pollinators 

Encelia farinosa Brittle Bush 3' x 4' yellow orange flowers, white leaves, birds, pollinators 

Ephedra aspera Rough Jointfir 5' x 5' bright green stems 

Ephedra nevadensis Mormon Tea, Indian Tea, 
Nevada Ephedra 3' x 3' light green stems 

Ephedra trifurca Mormon Tea, Indian Tea 3-6' x 3-6' yellow green stems 
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Ephedra viridis Mormon Tea, Indian Tea, 
Green Ephedra 2-5' x 3' green stems 

Epilobium canum (Zauschneria 
californica) 

Hummingbird Trumpet 
California Fuchsia 1-2' x 2' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Eremophila glabra carnosa Spotted Emu Bush, Winter Blaze  4' x 4' orange red flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Eremophila hygrophana Blue Emu Bush, Blue Bells 3' x 3' lavender blue flowers, silver foliage, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Eremophila maculata 'Valentine' Valentine Bush, Red Emu Bush 4' x 5' red flowers,  pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ericameria laricifolia Turpentine Bush 2' x 3' yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Eriogonum fasciculatum Flattop Buckwheat 
Mojave Buckwheat 1' x 2' white to pale pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Gossypium harknessii San Marcos Hibiscus 3-5' x 4-6' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Guaiacum coulteri Guayacan 8' x 8' purple flowers, birds, pollinators 

Hibiscus sabdariffa  Roselle Hibiscus 3-6' x 2-5' pink and red flowers, pollinators 

Hyptis albida Desert Lavender 4-6' x 3-5' purple flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Hyptis emoryi Desert Lavender 6-10' x 4-10' purple flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Jasminum sambac Arabian Jasmine 5' x 6' fragrant white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus chinensis 'Blaauw' Old Gold Juniper 3-4' x 4-5' blue green foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus chinensis 'Gold Star' Gold Star Juniper 3' x 6' blue green and gold foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus chinensis 'Sea Green' Sea Green Juniper 4-5' x 4-5' dark green foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus chinensis 'Shimpaku' Shimpaku Juniper 1-3' x 2-5' gray green foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus chinensis/pfitzeriana 
'Armstrong' Armstrong Juniper 4-5' x 4-5' green foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Juniperus scopulorum 'Table Top 
Blue' Table Top Blue Juniper 6' x 8' various shades of green foliage, birds 

Justicia californica Chuperosa 4-6' x 4-6' red, orange, or yellow flowers; gray green leaves, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Justicia candicans Red Justica, 
Arizona Water-willow 3' x 3' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Justicia rizzinii (floribunda) Firecracker Flower 3-4' x 3' yellow and red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Justicia sonorae Sonoran Water-willow 
Sonoran Honeysuckle 2' x 2' violet flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds  

Justicia spicigera Hummingbird Bush 
Mexican Honeysuckle 3-4' x 4-5' orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds  

Lantana hybrids Lantana 2-6' x 2-6' variety of colors, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 3-6' x 6-10' yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Leucophyllum candidum Texas Sage 3-5' x 3-5' fragrant pale purple flowers, silvery white leaves, birds, pollinators 

Leucophyllum frutescens Texas Ranger, Texas Sage 6-8' x 6' purple, pink or white flowers, silvery green leaves, pollinators 

Leucophyllum laevigatum Chihuahuan Sage 4' x 5' purple to blue flowers, pollinators 

Leucophyllum langmaniae Langman's Sage, Rio Bravo Sage 5' x 5' lavender flowers, pollinators 

Leucophyllum pruinosum Fragrant Sage 6-8' x 6-8' fragrant purple flowers, silver green leaves, pollinators 

Leucophyllum x 'Heavenly Cloud' Heavenly Cloud Texas Sage 6' x 5' purple flowers, pollinators 

Leucophyllum zygophyllum Cimarron 6' x 6' lavender blue flowers, silver gray leaves, pollinators 

Lycianthes (Solanum) 
rantonnetii Blue Potato Bush 12' x 12' bluish purple flowers, screen, hummingbirds 

Lycium exsertum or fremontii Wolfberry 6-8' x 6-8' purple flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Maireana sedifolia Pearl Bluebush 
Desert Snow Bush 3-5' x 3-8' silver white leaves 

Maytenus phyllanthoides Mangle Dulce 6-10' x 10-15' sparse green flowers, birds 

Myrtus communis 'Compacta' Common Dwarf Myrtle 3-5' x 4' white flowers, aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Nerium oleander (PETITE OR 
DWARF VARIETY ONLY) Oleander 4' x 4' white, pink, salmon, and red flowers; pollinators 
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Olea europaea 'Little Ollie' Little Ollie Bush, Fruitless Olive  6-10' x 6-10' gray green leaves, birds, pollinators 

Pittosporum tobira 'Wheeler's 
Dwarf' Wheeler's Dwarf 3' x 5' fragrant inconspicuous flowers, foliage, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Plumbago scandens or zeylanica White Plumbago 3' x 3' white flowers, pollinators 

Poliomintha maderensis Lavender Spice 
Mexican Oregano 1.5' x 1.5' purple to white flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Pyracantha coccinea Tiny Tim Firethorn 3' x 3' white flowers, bright orange berries, pollinators, birds 

Pyracantha koidzumii  Santa Cruz Firethorn 6' x 10' white flowers, bright orange berries, birds, pollinators 

Rhaphiolepis indica 'Ballerina' Indian Hawthorn 2' x 4' white flowers, dark berries, birds, pollinators 

Romneya coulteri Coulter's Matilija Poppy 
Fried Egg Plant 4-6' x 2-3' white flowers, bluish green leaves, pollinators 

Ruellia peninsularis Baja Ruellia 5' x 5' purple flowers, bats, pollinators hummingbirds 

Russelia equisetiformis Coral Fountain, Firecracker Plant 5' x 5' red flowers, color, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia rosmarinus (Rosmarinus 
officinalis) Rosemary, trailing and upright 1-8' x 1-8' pale blue to white flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Senna (Cassia) artemisioides 
oligophylla  Outback Cassia 5' x 5' yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Senna (Cassia) wislizenii Shrubby Senna 6' x 8' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Senna nemophila Desert Cassia 6' x 6' yellow flowers, silvery leaves 

Senna phyllodinea Silvery Cassia 6' x 6' yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Simmondsia chinensis Jojoba 8' x 10' pale green flowers, gray green leaves, screen, birds, pollinators 

Sphaeralcea ambigua Globemallow 3-4' x 3-4' variety of colors, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Tecoma stans 'Bells of Fire™', 
'Crimson Flare', 'Sierra Apricot', 
'Solar Flare', 'Sparky', 'Sunrise™' 

Yellow, Orange, etc. Bells  varies by 
cultivar variety of colors, hummingbirds 

Tecoma stans v. angustata Arizona Yellow Bells, Esperanza 6' x 6' yellow flowers, hummingbirds 
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Teucrium fruticans Shrubby Germander 4' x 6' lavender blue flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Trixis californica American Threefold 3' x 3'  yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Viburnum suspensum Sweet Viburnum 12' x 8' fragrant white to pale pink flowers, birds, pollinators 

Westringia fruticosa Westringia, Coast Rosemary 4-6' x 6-10' white flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

        

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 

The best time for planting cacti and succulents is early spring when they are beginning to actively grow. Do not water immediately after planting. The first watering for a plant 
with existing roots is 7-10 days after planting to give its damaged roots time to heal. If the plant has no roots, wait until new growth is observed to water the plant. Some 
succulents may require watering the first summer for successful establishment. Ongoing irrigation may be required only in the summer, especially when rains fail. All plants in 
the Euphorbia family and some in other plant families have a milky sap that is painful to the eyes and may be irritating to the skin. Handle with care, wear protective glasses 
and gloves, and wash hands thoroughly after handling.  

CACTI 

Cylindropuntia (Opuntia) 
acanthocarpa  Buckhorn Cholla 4-13' x 5' yellow to purple red flowers, gray-green stems, red-orange fruits, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia (Opuntia) 
arbuscula Pencil Cholla 2-10' x 4-5' brownish yellow flowers, gray green stems, greenish purple fruit, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia bigelovii Teddy Bear Cholla 5-8' x 5-6' yellow green flowers, silvery white spines, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia echinocarpa Silver Cholla, Golden Cholla 3' x 3' greenish yellow flowers, white or yellow spines, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia fulgida Chain Fruit Cholla 9' x 8' pink to magenta flowers, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia imbricata Tree Cholla, Walking Stick Cholla 6-8' x 10' violet flowers, orange fruit, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia leptocaulis Desert Christmas Cholla 2-4' x 3-4' yellow green flowers, red fruits, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia ramosissima Branched Pencil Cholla 
Diamond Cholla 2-6' x 3' pink to reddish brown flowers, greenish gray stems, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia spinosior Cane Cholla 8' x 8' variety of colors, yellow fruit, birds, pollinators 

Cylindropuntia versicolor Staghorn Cholla 4-6' x 6-10' variety of colors, yellow to red fruit, birds, pollinators 
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Echinocactus grusonii Golden Barrel 4' x 4' yellow flowers, yellow spines, birds, pollinators 

Echinocereus engelmannii Engelmann's Hedgehog 1' x 2' yellow flowers, colorful spines, birds, pollinators 

Echinopsis (Trichocereus) 
candicans Argentine Giant 7' x 7' fragrant flowers in a variety of colors 

Echinopsis (Trichocereus) 
huascha Red Torch 2' x 3' red, orange or white flowers; pollinators, hummingbirds 

Echinopsis spachiana Golden Torch Cactus 6' x 3' red, orange or white flowers; pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ferocactus acanthodes Compass Barrel Cactus 7-8' x 2' yellow flowers, yellow fruit, colorful spines, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ferocactus cylindraceus California Barrel Cactus 5-9' x 2' yellow flowers, yellow fruit, colorful spines, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ferocactus gracilis coloratus Fire Barrel Cactus 9' x 1' red flowers, red spines 

Ferocactus wislizeni Arizona Barrel Cactus 8' x 2' variety of colors, yellow fruit, colorful spines, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Mammillaria grahamii Graham's Pincushion Cactus 8" x 8" pink flowers, red fruits, pollinators 

Opuntia basilaris Beavertail Prickly Pear 2' x 5' rose color flowers, pollinators 

Opuntia engelmannii Desert Prickly Pear 3-10' x 8' yellow flowers, red fruit, pollinators 

Opuntia macrocentra Purple Prickly Pear 1-3' x 3-4' yellow and orange flowers, red-purple fruit, blue green pads with purple tint, 
pollinators 

Opuntia microdasys Bunny Ears 2' x 10' yellow flowers, purple red fruit, pollinators 

Opuntia microdasys 'Monstrose' Funny Bunny 2' x 10' yellow flowers, purple red fruit, pollinators 

Opuntia robusta Giant Prickly Pear 10' x 6-10' yellow flowers, purple fruit, bluish green pads, pollinators 

Opuntia santa-rita Purple Prickly Pear 6' x 10' yellow flowers, bluish green pads, pollinators 

Peniocereus greggii Queen of the Night 5' x 3' white flowers, red fruit, upright columnar form 

Stenocereus thurberi var. 
littoralis Dwarf Organ Pipe 3-6' x 3' purple flowers, purple fruit, upright columnar form 

Tephrocactus articulatus Pine Cone Cactus 1-3' x 1-3' white flowers, pollinators 
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SUCCULENTS 

Agave americana American Century Plant 3-7' x 3-7' yellow flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Agave angustifolia Caribbean agave 3-4' x 3-4' green to yellow flowers, pollinators 

Agave 'Blue Glow' Blue Glow Agave 2' x 3' greenish yellow flowers, blue green leaves with colorful edging, pollinators 

Agave bovicornuta Cow Horn Agave 3' x 4-6' yellowish green flowers, pollinators 

Agave colorata Mescal Ceniza 3' x 3' yellow orange flowers, blue gray leaves, pollinators 

Agave desmettiana Smooth Agave 3' x 3' yellow and orange flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Agave geminiflora Twin-flowered Agave 2' x 3' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Agave havardiana Harvard's Century Plant 4' x 5' fragrant greenish yellow flowers, silvery gray leaves 

Agave macroacantha Black Spine Agave 2' x 2' purplish green flowers 

Agave murpheyi Murphey's Century Plant 5' x 5' greenish purple flowers, pollinators 

Agave nickelsiae (ferdinandi-
regis) 

King Nicholas Agave 
King Ferdinand Agave 1-2' x 1-2' white to purple flowers, white lined leaves, pollinators 

Agave ocahui Ocahui Agave 2' x 3' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Agave ovatifolia Whale's Tongue Agave 4' x 5' yellow green flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Agave parryi Parry's Agave 3' x 3' yellow flowers, bluish leaves, pollinators 

Agave schidigera Thread Leaf Agave 2' x 2' reddish purple flowers 

Agave victoriae-reginae Queen Victoria Agave 1" x 1' cream flowers, white lined leaves, hummingbirds 

Agave vilmoriniana Octopus Agave 4' x 5' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Agave weberi Weber's Agave 6' x 6-10' yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Aloe dawei Dawe's Aloe, Orange Flame Aloe 5' x 3' orange red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Aloe ferox Cape Aloe 5' x 3' red orange flowers, blue green leaves, hummingbirds 

Aloe maculata Tiger Aloe, Soap Aloe 1' x 2' pink and green flowers, hummingbirds 
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Aloe marlothii Mountain Aloe 10' x 4-6' red orange flowers, gray green leaves, hummingbirds 

Aloe striata Coral Aloe 3' x 2' coral red flowers, blue green leaves, hummingbirds 

Aloe vanbalenii Van Balen's Aloe 4' x 2' orange yellow flowers, hummingbirds 

Aloe variegata Partridge Breast Aloe 1' x 1' orange flowers, hummingbirds 

Aloe vera Medicinal Aloe, Barbados Aloe 2' x 5' yellow flowers, gray green leaves, hummingbirds 

Aloe x 'Blue Elf' Blue Elf Aloe  1-2' x 1-2'  orange flowers, blue green leaves, hummingbirds 

Bulbine frutescens Yellow Bulbine 2' x 2' yellow or orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cycas revoluta Sago Palm 5' x 4' tropical foliage 

Dasylirion acrotrichum Green Desert Spoon 
Green Sotol 7' x 5' cream colored flowers 

Dasylirion quadrangulatum 
(longissimum) 

Mexican Grass Tree 
Toothless Sotol 5-10' x 8' cream colored flowers 

Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon 5' x 5' silvery blue green leave, old spines, fibers 

Dracaena (Sansevieria) several 
species Sansevieria 6-36" x 6-36" foliage, variety of forms and sizes 

Euphorbia antisyphilitica Candelilla 1' x 3' small pink flowers 

Euphorbia lomelii (Pedilanthus 
macrocarpus) Slipper Plant 5' x 5' red to orange flowers, hummingbirds 

Euphorbia resinifera Moroccan Mound 2' x 6' yellow flowers 

Euphorbia royleana Sollu Splurge, Royle's spurge  6-16' x 15' yellow flowers 

Euphorbia tirucalli 'Fire Sticks' Pencil Tree, Fire Sticks 20' x20' orange colored stems in fall 

Hechtia montana Hechtia, Mescalito  1' x 1' white flowers 

Hesperaloe campanulata Bell Flowering Hesperaloe 3' x 3' pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Hesperaloe funifera Giant Hesperaloe 6' x 8' white to greenish yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Hesperaloe nocturna Night Flowering Hesperaloe 5' x 4' greenish white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Hesperaloe parviflora Red or Yellow Yucca 3' x 5' red or yellow flowers pollinators, hummingbirds 

Manfreda maculosa Spice Lily 1'x 3' creamy pink flower, blue green leaves with freckles, pollinators 

Mangave hybrids Numerous varieties 1-2' x 2-3' colorful foliages, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Nolina microcarpa Bear Grass. Sacahuista 4-5' x 6-8' white flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators 

Portulacaria afra Elephant's Food 3-12' x 4-6' pink or white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Yucca baccata Banana Yucca 5' x 5' ivory flowers, birds, pollinators 

Yucca pallida Paleleaf Yucca, Twistleaf Yucca 2' x 4' cream flowers, blue green leaves, pollinators 

        

VINES GUIDELINES 

All vines are required to be placed on a trellis according to the requirements stated in Chapter 6. When selecting a vine be aware of its sun exposure and any reflective heat 
sources from adjoining walls or ground surfaces. Long growing vines will need pruning to not exceed the height of the structure the trellis is placed against and to not block 
windows. If a vine does not naturally twine or have tendrils, such as sprawling shrub vines of bougainvillea and roses, they must be trained and tied to the trellis temporarily 
with plastic tape, velcro, or plastic covered wire until its growth matures. The best time for planting most vines is fall to establish new roots before the summer heat. Woody 
vines need water to a depth of 2 feet and herbaceous vines need water to a depth of 1 foot. Bloom time and plant size are influenced by temperatures, precipitation, 
irrigation, day length, and sun/shade exposure.  

VINES 

Antigonon leptopus (Petrea 
volubilis) 

Queen's Wreath 
Coral VIne 15-20' x 15-20' pink or red flowers, birds, pollinators 

Bougainvillea brasiliensis Lesser Bougainvillea 8-20' x 30' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Bougainvillea glabra Bougainvillea Vine 30' x 12-30' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Bougainvillea spectabilis Great Bougainvillea 15-30' x 20' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callaeum (Mascagnia) lilacina Purple Orchid Vine 15-30' x 11-15' purple flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Callaeum (Mascagnia) 
macroptera  or septentrionale Yellow Orchid Vine 15-30' x 11-15' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Campsis radicans Trumpet Creeper 30' x 5-10' reddish orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cissus trifoliata Grape Ivy 15' x 10' foliage, pollinators 

Clematis drummondii Drummond's Clematis 
Old Man's Beard 20-30' x 1-2' white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Clytostoma callistegioides Violet Trumpet Vine 20-30' x 10-20' pinkish purple flowers, birds, hummingbirds, pollinators 

Cottsia (Janusia) gracilis Slender Janusia, Fermina 3-10' x 6' yellow flower, pollinators 

Hardenbergia comptoniana Purple Coral Pea 15' x 10' variety of colors, pollinators 

Hardenbergia violacea Lilac Vine 15' x 10' variety of colors, pollinators 

Ipomoea cristulata Trans-Pecos Morning-Glory 5-10' x 1' orange and red flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Jasminum mesnyi Yellow Primrose Jasmine 
Japanese Jasmine 10' x 6' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Kennedia nigricans Black Coral-Pea 10-30' x 10-15' purple, maroon, and yellow flowers 

Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle 30' x 3-6' fragrant white, pink and yellow flowers; pollinators 

Lonicera x americana 'Pam's 
Pink' Trumpet Honeysuckle 6-12' x 10-20' fragrant cream and pink flowers, pollinators 

Maurandya antirrhiniflora Climbing Snapdragon Vine 3-10' x 3' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Maurandya wislizeni Balloonbush 6-24' x 0.5' blue to purple flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Merremia aurea Yuca Vine, Wood Rose, 
Yellow Morning Glory 10-25' x 10' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Pandorea jasminoides Bower Vine 20' x 3-4' pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Passiflora bryonioides   Cupped Passionflower 6-10' x 0.5' white to purplish striped flowers, bird, pollinators 

Podranea ricasoliana Pink Trumpet Vine 20' x 10' fragrant pink flowers, pollinators 

Rhynchosia senna texana Texas Snoutbean 6-8' x 0.5-1.5' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Rosa banksiae Lady Banks Rose 20' x 15' slightly fragrant white or yellow rose flowers, evergreen, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Solanum jasminoides Potato Vine 30' x 10' white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Trachelospermum jasminoides Star Jasmine 20-25' x 0.5-1' fragrant white flowers,  

Tecoma capensis Cape Honeysuckle 20' x 15' red orange flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Vigna caracalla Snail Vine 20-30' x 0.5-1' slightly fragrant, pink to purple flowers; pollinators 

        

GROUNDCOVERS GUIDELINES 

The Grand defines groundcovers as having a mature height of less than 3 feet. The groundcovers in this list are plants that cannot be walked upon safely for a person, pet, or 
the plant. The best time for planting most groundcovers is fall to establish new roots before the summer heat. Minimize the need to prune by selecting a plant whose mature 
size fits the space. Woody groundcovers need water to a depth of 2 feet and herbaceous groundcovers to a depth of 1 foot. Forcing a plant into an unnatural shape or size 
creates a deformed appearance for the plant. Pruning at the wrong time reduces flowering. Increase flowering of groundcovers by pruning only one time a year after it 
flowers and before it develops new flower buds. Prune winter damaged after the last frost (approximately February 15)  in order to protect the underneath living branches 
and roots from further cold injury.   

GROUNDCOVERS 

Acacia redolens Trailing Acacia 1-3' x 15' fragrant yellow flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Acalypha monostachya 
'Raspberry Fuzzies' Round Copperleaf 1' x 3' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Asparagus densiflorus 
'Sprengeri', 'Meyeri', 'Cwebe' Asparagus Fern 2' x 4' yellow green flowers, red berries, birds, pollinators 

Convolvulus cneorum Bush Morning Glory 2' x 3' white flowers, silver green leaves, pollinators 

Convolvulus mauritanicus Ground Morning Glory 1' x 3'  blue flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Convolvulus sabatius Ground Morning Glory 1.5' x 5' lavender blue flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Dalea capitata Lemon Dalea 1' x 3' yellow flowers, lemon scent, pollinators 

Dalea greggii Trailing Dalea 
Trailing Indigo Bush 2' x 15' violet flowers, silvery blue green leaves, pollinators, covers large area 

Eremophila glabra mingenew 
gold 'Outback Sunrise' Sunrise Emu 1-3' x 10' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds, covers large area 
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Glandularia gooddingii  Goodding Verbena 1' x 3' fragrant purple to pink flowers, pollinators 

Glandularia peruviana Peruvian Mock Vervain 0.5' x 3-6' variety of colors, pollinators 

Glandularia (Verbens) pulchella Moss Verbena 0.5' x 3-5' purple, pink or white flowers, pollinators 

Glandularia (Verbena) rigida Sandpaper Verbena 1' x 3' light purple flowers, pollinators 

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Lantana 1-2' x 4-6' purple to white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Myoporum parvifolium Creeping Myoporum 1.5' x 8' creamy white flowers, pollinators 

Salvia (Rosmarinus) officinalis 
'Prostratus' Trailing Rosemary 2' x 4' white to pale blue flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Sphagneticola (Wedelia) 
trilobata Yellow Dot, Creeping Oxeye 1' x 6' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Teucrium chamaedrys 
'Prostratum' Creeping Germander 1' x 3' pinkish purple flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

        

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES GUIDELINES 

Ornamental Grasses are not turf grasses. Each has a growing period, and a brown dormant period during which they continue to be considered ornamental and good for 
wildlife.  Minimize the need for pruning by selecting a plant whose mature size fits the available space. Trimming the brown stems and leaves should occur a month before 
new seasonal growth begins. Pruning at another time of year may reduce ornamental grasses' flowering and destroy their attractive ornamental appearance.  Ornamental 
grasses need water to a depth of 2 feet.  

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES 

Aristida Purpurea Red (or purple) Three Awn 2' x 2' purple flowers, birds, pollinators 

Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama 2' x 2' purple and orange flowers, birds, pollinators 

Bouteloua gracilis Blue Grama 2' x 2' blue green flowers, birds, pollinators 

Muhlenbergia capillaris PInk Muhly, Regal Mist 3' x 3' pink to red flowers, birds, pollinators 

Muhlenbergia dumosa Bamboo Muhly 3-6' x 4-5' chartreuse foliage, birds, pollinators 

Muhlenbergia emersleyi Bullgrass 3' x 3' rosy purple flower, birds, pollinators 
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Muhlenbergia lindheimeri Lindheimer's Muhly  5' x 4' purple flowers, birds, pollinators 

Muhlenbergia porteri Bush Muhly 1-3' x 1-3' purple flowers, birds 

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass 4-5' x 4-5' silver and gray green foliage, birds, pollinators 

Nassella (Stipa) tenuissima Mexican Thread Grass 3' x 2' golden seed heads, birds, pollinators 

Sporobolus airoides Alkali Sacaton 3-4' x 2' pink flowers, birds, pollinators 

Sporobolus wrightii Big Sacaton 7' x 3' blonde to bronze flowers, birds, pollinators 

        

HERBACEOUS PLANTS GUIDELINES 

This newly added Herbaceous Plants section of the Approved Plant List contains plants that require low amounts of water. Herbaceous plants in pots are a special case: 
residents may plant herbaceous plants from the Approved Plant List in pots, and they may also plant flowering ornamental herbaceous plants not on this list in pots, but they 
should be aware that such non-listed plants will require more water. Dead plant material must be removed immediately. Bloom time and plant size are influenced by 
temperatures, precipitation, irrigation, day length, and sun/shade exposure. Not all herbaceous plants are easily found at garden centers, and may be started by seed.  Seeds 
of wildflowers and cultivated plants are easily ordered online. All plants in the Euphorbia family and some in other plant families have a milky sap that is painful to the eyes 
and may be irritating to the skin. Handle with care, wear protective glasses and gloves, and wash hands thoroughly after handling. 

PERENNIALS 

Acmispon (Lotus) rigidu Shrubby Deervetch 
Desert Rock Pea 1.5-3' x 2' yellow to orange flowers, pollinators 

Agapanthus orientalis Lily of the Nile 3' x 2' variety of colors  

Amsonia palmeri Palmer's Bluestar 3' x 3' slightly fragrant pale blue flowers 

Arctotis hybrids African Daisy 1-4' x 2-3' variety of colors, silver green leaves, pollinators, birds 

Asclepias angustifolia Arizona Milkweed 1-3' x 3' white flowers, pollinators 

Asclepias erosa Giant Sand Milkweed 4' x 6' white to yellow flowers, pollinators 

Asclepias linaria Pineleaf Milkweed 3' x 3' lightly fragrant creamy white flowers, pollinators 

Bahia absinthifolia Hairyseed Bahia 2' x 2' yellow flowers, silver green leaves, pollinators 

Baileya multiradiata Desert Marigold 1' x 1-2' yellow flowers, pollinators 
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Bulbine frutescens Yellow Bulbine 2' x 2' yellow flowers,  pollinators 

Calylophus hartwegii Serra Sundrops 1.5' x 2' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Chrysactinia mexicana Damianita 2' x 2' fragrant golden yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Delphinium parishii Parish's Larkspur 
Desert Larkspur 3' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Delphinium scaposum Tall Mountain Larkspur 2' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Dichelostemma pulchellum Bluedicks, Desert Hyacinth 2' x 0.5' variety of colors, birds, pollinators 

Dicliptera resupinata Arizona Foldwing 2' x 3-5' purple flowers, pollinators 

Dietes iridioides Fortnight Lily, African Iris  2-4' x 3' white, orange, and purple flowers; pollinators 

Euphorbia rigida Blue Euphorbia, Gopher Plant 2' x 3' yellow and chartreuse flowers 

Evolvulus arizonicus Wild Dwarf Morning-Glory 1' x 2' purple blue flower, hummingbirds 

Gaura lindheimeri Gaura 2' x 3' white to pink flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Hesperocallis undulata Desert Lily 1' x 0.5' fragrant cream colored flowers, hummingbirds 

Iris (several species) Iris 1-3' variety of colors, pollinators 

Lippia graveolens Mexican Oregano 3-5' x 3-5' fragrant yellow and white flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Melampodium leucanthum Blackfoot Daisy, Plains Blackfoot 1' x 2' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Mirabilis multiflora Colorado Four O'Clocks 1-2' x 3-6' magenta pink flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon baccharifolius Rock Penstemon 2' x 1' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon barbatus Beardlip Penstemon 3' x 2' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon eatonii Firecracker Penstemon 3' x 2' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon palmeri Palmer's Penstemon 3' x 2' fragrant pink to white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon parryi Parry's Penstemon 2' x 3' pink flowers pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Penstemon pseudospectabilis Canyon Penstemon 
Desert Penstemon 2' x 2' magenta pink flowers, hummingbirds 

Penstemon spectabilis Showy Penstemon 2-4' x 2' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Penstemon superbus Coral Penstemon 
Superb Beardtongue 4-6' x 1-2' variety of colors, hummingbirds 

Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage 4-5' x 4-5' yellow flowers, woolly gray green leaves, aromatic leaves, pollinators, 
hummingbirds 

Psilostrophe cooperi Whitestem Paperflower 2' x 3' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Psilostrophe tagetina Wooly Paper Flower 2' x 2' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Ratibida columnaris Mexican Hat 1-3' x 1-2' yellow and reddish brown flowers, birds, pollinators 

Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender Cotton 2' x 2-3' yellow flowers, aromatic gray green leaves, pollinators 

Santolina virens Green Santolina 2' x 2' creamy yellow flowers, aromatic green leaves, pollinators 

Senna covesii Coues' Cassia 1.5' x 1.5' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Solanum xanti Chaparral Nightshade 3' x 3' purple flowers, birds, pollinators 

Tagetes lemmonii Lemmon's Marigold 3-6' x 4-6' yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Tagetes lucida Mexican Tarragon 
Mexican Mint Marigold 3' x 1.5' yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Tagetes lucida 'Anisata' Sweet Marigold 1' x 1.5' yellow flowers, lime green aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Tagetes palmeri Mt. Lemon Marigold 3' x 3' golden yellow flowers, aromatic leaves, birds, pollinators 

Tetraneuris (Hymenoxys) acaulis Angelita Daisy 1' x 1.5' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Tulbaghia violacea Society Garlic 1-2' x 2' soft violet flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators 

Viguiera annua Longleaf False Goldeneye 3' x 3' yellow flower, pollinators 

Viguiera deltoidea Golden Eye 3' x 3' yellow flower, birds pollinators 

Viguiera stenoloba Resinbush, Golden Bush Daisy 4' x 4' yellow orange flowers, birds, pollinators 
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xylorhiza tortifolia Mojave Woody Aster 2' x 2' pale lavender, blue or white flowers; pollinators 

Zauschneria californica Hummingbird Trumpet 1' x 2' variety of color, pollinators 

Zephyranthes candida White Rain Lily 1' x 1' white flowers, pollinators 

Zephyranthes citrina Citron Zephyrlily 1' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Zephyranthes grandiflora Pink Rain Lily 1' x 1-2' pink flowers, pollinators 

Zexmenia (Wedelia) hispida Orange Zexmenia, Orange Dot 2' x 3' gold flowers, pollinators 

        

PERENNIALS GROWN AS ANNUALS IN THE DESERT CLIMATE  

Argemone munita Mexican Tulip Poppy 
Flatbud Pricklypoppy 2-5' x 2' white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Argemone platyceras Crested Pricklypoppy 2-3' x 1.5' white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Argemone pleiacantha Southwestern Pricklypoppy 4' x 3' white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Berlandiera lyrata Chocolate Flower 1' x 2' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Carpobrotus chilensis Sea Fig Ice Plant 1' x 3'  variety of colors, pollinators 

Catharanthus roseus Vinca, Madagascar Periwinkle 0.5-1' x 0.5' variety of colors, pollinators 

Cephalophyllum alstonii 'Red 
 Spike' Red Spike Ice Plant 1' x 2' red flowers, pollinators 

Coreopsis (Leptosyne) bigelovii Desert Coreopsis 1-2' x 1-2' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Drosanthemum floribundum Royal Dewflower 0.5' x 4' pink flowers, birds 

Drosanthemum speciosum Iceplant, Dew Plant 0.5' x 1' yellow to dark red flowers, pollinators 

Gaillardia grandiflora Blanket Flower 2' x 2' red and yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Gazania rigens Trailing Gazania 
Sun Gold Gazania 0.5' x 1.5' golden flowers, pollinators 

Malephora crocea Coppery Ice Plant 1' x 6' coppery red flowers, birds 
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Malephora parvifolium Creeping Ice Plant 1.5' x 8-15' red flowers, pollinators, covers large area 

Mesembryanthemum 
crystallinum Common Ice Plant 1' x 4-6' white to pink flowers, pollinators 

Monarda didyma Bee Balm 2-3' x 3' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia apiana White Salvia 5' x 4' white flowers, silvery aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia coccinea Tropical Sage 1.5-3' x 2' variety of colors, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia dorrii spp. pilosa or 
mearnsii Desert Sage 3' x 3' blue and violet flowers, aromatic silver gray leaves, pollinators 

Salvia farinacea Mealy Cup Sage 2' x 2' blue, violet, and white flowers; pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia greggii Autumn Sage 3' x 3' variety of colors, hummingbirds 

Salvia leucantha Mexican Bush Sage 
San Luis Purple Sage 3-5' x 3-5' purple flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia leucophylla San Luis Purple Sage 2-4' x 4-6' purple or white flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia splendens Scarlet Sage 1-2' x 3' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Stachys coccinea Scarlet Hedgenettle 
Scarlet Betony 1-2' x 1-2' red flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Zinnia grandiflora Prairie Zinnia (perennial ) 1' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators, birds 

        

ANNUALS 

Abronia villosa Desert Sand Verbena 0-5' x 2' fragrant pink flowers, pollinators 

Alcea rosea Hollyhocks 3-8' x 1' variety of color, pollinators, hummingbirds, rear yard only 

Allionia incarnata Trailing Windmills 1' x 5' dark pink flowers 

Angelonia angustifolia Angelonia 1-1.5' x 1' variety of color, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Asclepias asperula  Antelope Horn Milkweed  1' x 2' greenish yellow flowers, pollinators 
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Chylismia brevipes Yellow Cups 2' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Chylismia cardiophylla Heartleaf Suncup 2' x 1-2' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Clarkia amoena Farewell to Spring, Satin Flower 1-3' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators 

Collinsia heterophylla Purple Chinese Houses 2' x 0.5-1' blue, purple or pink flowers; pollinators 

Conoclinium greggii Gregg's Mistflower 
Pinked Mistflower 1-2' x 2' lavender flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cosmos bipinnatus Garden Cosmos 2-7' x 2-4' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cosmos parviflorus Southwestern Cosmos 
Wild Cosmos 3' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Cosmos sulphureus Sulphur Cosmos 3-7' x 2' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Eriastrum diffusum Miniature Woollystar 0.5' x 1' blue, purple or white flowers, pollinators 

Eriastrum divergens Spreading Fleabane 1.5' x 2' purple flowers, gray green leaves, pollinators 

Eriophyllum lanosum White Easterbonnets 0.5' x 0.5' white flowers, birds, pollinators 

Eriophyllum wallacei Woolly Easterbonnets 0.5' x 0.5' yellow or cream flowers, birds, pollinators 

Eschscholzia californica California Poppy 1' x 1' orange flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Eschscholzia mexicana Mexican Gold Poppy 1' x 1' gold flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Euphorbia heterophylla Wild Poinsettia 
Mexican Fire Plant 1-3' x 1-3' leafy stem red, white, or yellow highlights, pollinators 

Geraea canescens Hairy Desert Sunflower 3' x 1' yellow flowers, birds, pollinators 

Gilia leptantha Fine Flower Gilia 2' x 0.5' pink to lavender flowers; pollinators 

Glandularia aristigera (tenera) South American Mock Vervain 1 x 3' purple, pink or white flowers; pollinators 

Gomphrena globosa Common Globe Amaranth 1-4' x 1-2' variety of colors, pollinators 

Helianthus annuus Common Sunflower 2-15' x 1' variety of colors,  birds, pollinators, rear yard only 

Helichrysum bracteatum Bracted Strawflower 2-3' x 0.5-1.5' variety of colors, birds, pollinators 
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Helipterum roseum Rosy Sunray, Paper Daisy 1' x 1' variety of colors, birds, pollinators 

Ipomoea ternifolia var. 
leptotoma Tripleleaf Morning Glory 3-5' x 0.5' white, yellow or purple flowers; pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ipomoea longifolia Flaxflowered Ipomopsis 1.5' x 1' pale blue, pale violet, or white flowers, pollinators 

Kallstroemia grandiflora Arizona Poppy 1-3' x 3' orange yellow flowers, birds 

Lasthenia californica California Goldfields 0.5-1.5 x 1.5' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Layia platyglossa Coastal Tidytips 1' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Linaria canadensis Texas Toadflax 2' x 0.5' blue flowers, pollinators 

Linaria maroccana Moroccan Toadflax 1-2' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators 

Linaria pinifolia Pine Needle Toadflax 1-2' x 1' burgundy and yellow flowers, pollinators 

Linum grandiflorum 'Rubrum' Red Flax   2' x 2' red flowers, pollinators 

Linum lewisii Lewis Flax 2' x 2' blue flowers, birds, pollinators 

Linum perenne Blue Flax 2' x 2' blue flowers, birds, pollinators 

Lupinus arizonicus Arizona Lupine 2' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Lupinus densiflorus Whitewhorl Lupine 
Golden Lupine 3' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Lupinus sparsiflorus Coulter's Lupine 1' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Lupinus succulentus Hollow Leaf Lupine 
Arroyo Lupine 3' x 3' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Matthiola longipetala 'Bicornis' Evening Scented Stock 1' x 0.5' variety of colors, pollinators 

Mentzelia involucrata Whitebract Blazingstar 2-3' x 1' fragrant cream colored flowers, pollinators 

Mentzelia lindleyi Lindley's Blazingstar 1-2' x 2' fragrant yellow flowers, pollinators 

Mimulus bigelovii Bigelow's Monkeyflower 0.5' x 0.5' pink flowers, birds, pollinators 

Mohavea confertiflora Ghost Flower 1' x 0.5' fragrant cream colored flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Monarda citriodora 
austromontana Lemon Beebalm 2' x 1.5' whitish pink or lavender flowers, aromatic leaves, pollinator, hummingbirds 

Monoptilon bellioides Mojave Desertstar 0.5' x 0.5' white flowers, pollinators 

Nama demissum Purplemat 0.5' x 0.5' purplish pink flowers, pollinators 

Nama hispidum Bristly Nama 1' x 1' purple or pink flowers, pollinators 

Nemophila maculata Fivespot 1' x 1' white and violet flowers, pollinators 

Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes 0.8' x 1' blue flowers, pollinators 

Oenothera deltoides Birdcage Evening Primrose 1' x 1-3' white flowers, pollinators 

Oenothera primiveris Desert Evening Primrose 1' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Oenothera stubbei Saltillo Evening Primrose  0.5' X 4' yellow flowers,  

Orthocarpus purpurascens Owl's Clover 1' x 0.5' pinkish purple flowers, pollinators 

Papaver rhoeas Corn Poppy 2' x 1' variety of colors, pollinator 

Pectis papposa Chinchweed, Limoncillo 1' x 1' yellow flowers, citrus scent, pollinators 

Perityle emoryi Emory's Rockdaisy 1-2' x 1-2' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Physaria gordonii Gordon's Bladderpod 1.5' x 1' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Platystemon californicus Creamcups 1' x 0.5' white and yellow flowers, pollinators 

Plectocephalus rothrockii Rothrock's Knapweed 4-5' x 0.5'  purple and white flowers, pollinators 

Portulaca grandiflora  Rose Moss 0.5' x 1' variety of colors, pollinators 

Proboscidea parviflora Doubleclaw 2-4' x 2-4' pink flower, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Rafinesquia neomexicana New Mexico Plumeseed 2' x 2' white flowers, pollinators 

Salvia columbariae Desert Chia, Desert Blue 1' x 1' dark blue flowers, birds, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Salvia longispicata x farinacea 
'Mystic Spires Blue' Mystic Spires Blue 2-3' x 2' indigo blue flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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Swainsona formosa Sturt's Desert Pea 2.5 x 9' unique red to pink flowers, gray green leaves, birds 

Thelypodiopsis ambigua Long Valley Tumblemustard 3-6' x 1-2' purple, lavender, and white flowers; pollinators 

Tithonia rotundifolia Clavel de Muerto 
Mexican Sunflower 3-4' x 3' red, orange, or yellow flowers; pollinators, hummingbirds 

Ursinia calenduliflora Namaqua 'Parachute Daisy' 1' x 2-4' orange or yellow flowers, pollinators 

Ursinia speciosa Namaqua Ursinia 1.5 x 1' orange or yellow flowers, pollinators 

Verbesina encelioides Golden Crownbeard 2-3' x 2' yellow flowers, pollinators 

Zinnia acerosa  Desert Zinnia 0.5' x 1' white flowers, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Zinnia angustifolia x elegans Zinnia 'Profusion' 
Zinnia 'Zahara' 1.5'x 2' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Zinnia elegans Zinnia 1-4' x 0.5-1.5' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 

Zinnia haageana Mexican zinnia 2' x 2' variety of colors, pollinators, hummingbirds 
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PROHIBITED PLANTS 

The plants listed as Prohibited were identified as plants not suitable or detrimental for residential landscapes.  These plants meet one or more of the following criteria: 
•   Incapable of thriving in our alkaline and salty soil, and the extreme desert heat of the low desert 
•   Requiring higher water consumption 
•   Inappropriate for the size of our residential lots 
•   Invasive or a nuisance, spreading by seeds or roots and creating an inconvenience or expense to neighbors, adjacent common areas, or the golf courses.   

TREES: ORNAMENTAL 

Brachychiton populneus Bottle Tree 40-60' x 20-50' Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Produces large woody fruit and 
grows deep roots that clog drains. 

Ceratonia siliqua St. John's Bread Tree 
Carob Tree 30-40' x 40' Invasive roots and aggressive root suckers. Not a low desert plant due to originating 

in the Mediterranean region found on rocky places near the sea shore. 

Cercidium (Parkinsonia) x hybrid Desert Museum Palo Verde 25' x 25' Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Known to have poor, weak and 
failing branches and root structures. 

Dalbergia sissoo Sissoo 40' x 30' Invasive roots and aggressive root suckers that damage sidewalks, driveways, 
pavers, curbing, block walls and foundations. Regrows after being removed. 

Eucalyptus (several species) Eucalyptus 3-60' x 7-40' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus erythrocorys Red Cap Gum 25' x 15-25' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus formanii Forman's Eucalyptus 33' x 20' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus leucoxylon White Ironbark 30-80' x 50-60' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 
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Eucalyptus microtheca or 
coolabah Coolibah 35' x 25' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus papuana Ghost Gum 20-40' x 15-30' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus populnea Poplar-leaf Gum, Bimble Box 40-60' x 20-40' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus spathulata Narrow-Leaf Gimlet 20' x 20' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Eucalyptus torquata Coral Gum 30' x 30' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Messy tree with lots of litter. 
Produces biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and 
reproduction of other plants (allelopathic). Eucalyptus trees are prone to falling due 
to having shallow spreading roots. 

Fraxinus (several species) Gregg Ash, Raywood, Shamel, 
Tropical Modesto, etc. 40-80' x 40-50' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 

heat, and highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus angustifolia/oxycarpa 
'Raywood' Raywood Ash 50' x 20' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 

heat, and highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus greggii Little Leaf Ash, Gregg Ash 20' x 18' 
Struggles in temperatures above 115 degrees. Susceptible to sunscald, prone to 
branch dieback when stressed by drought and heat, and highly susceptible to ash 
decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus griffithii Griffith Ash, Evergreen Ash 45' x 25' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 
heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus uhdei Shamel Ash, Evergreen Ash 70' x 60' 
Too large for our lots. Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when 
stressed by drought and heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease 
(Phytoplasma). 
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Fraxinus velutina Arizona Ash 40' x 40' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 
heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus velutina 'Bonita' Bonita Ash 35' x 35' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 
heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus velutina 'Rio Grande' Fan-Tex Ash 40' x 25' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 
heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus velutina "Berrinda' Berrinda Ash 35' x 35' Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when stressed by drought and 
heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease (Phytoplasma). 

Fraxinus velutina "Modesto' Tropical Modesto Ash 50' x 30' 
Subject to many diseases. Susceptible to sunscald, prone to branch dieback when 
stressed by drought and heat, highly susceptible to ash decline disease 
(Phytoplasma). 

Leucaena retusa Golden Lead Ball 25' x 25' Reseeds easily wherever there is irrigation whether in a landscaped yard or the golf 
course. 

Nerium oleander, greater than 5 
feet 

Oleander Tree, greater than 
5 feet tall 20' x 12' 

Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Mature full size plants grow to 
20'x12', which is too large for our residential lots. Approve only the dwarf size of    
3-5' x 3-5'. 

Searsia (Rhus) lancea African Sumac 30-40' x 20-30' Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Invasive to both our landscaped 
yards or the golf course. 

Searsia (Rhus) lanceolate Red Flame Sumac 20-30' x 20-30' Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Invasive to both our landscaped 
yards or the golf course. 

TREES: FRUIT & NUT  

Morus alba or rubra Mulberry 40' x 40' 
Prohibited on the previous approved plant list. Their very aggressive roots must be 
kept at least 50' away from water lines, sewage lines, and septic systems. The 
berries stain hard surfaces and attract rodents and insects. 

        

SHRUBS: ORNAMENTAL 

Ambrosia ambrosioides Ambrosia Leaf Bur Ragweed 6' x 5' 
Invasive because it seeds prolifically, easily establishes itself, and produces 
biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and reproduction of 
other plants (allelopathic). 
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Ambrosia deltoidea Triangle Leaf Bursage 2' x 2’ 
Invasive because it seeds prolifically, easily establishes itself, and produces 
biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and reproduction of 
other plants (allelopathic). 

Ambrosia dumosa Burrobush 2' x 2’ 
Invasive because it seeds prolifically, easily establishes itself, and produces 
biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and reproduction of 
other plants (allelopathic). 

Ambrosia monogyra Singlewhorl Burrobush 5-10' x 5-10' 
Invasive because it seeds prolifically, easily establishes itself, and produces 
biochemicals that influence the growth, survival, development, and reproduction of 
other plants (allelopathic). 

Nandina domestica Heavenly Bamboo 6-8' x 3-4' The Nandina berries are toxic to birds and other animals. 

Senegalia (Acacia) greggii Catclaw Acacia 6-15' x 6-20' Grows as a dense thicket of thorny stems which is more appropriate for natural 
open land. Not a good landscape plant. 

      
  

VINES 

Dolichandra unguis-cati 
(Bignonia tweediana or 
Macfadyena unguis-cat) 

Cat's Claw Trumpet 
Yellow Trumpet Vine 30' x 30' 

Forms dense mats which carpets the ground and invades space of other plants by 
climbing over standing vegetation. Seeds dispersed into native areas smother trees 
and shrubs. 

Ipomoea (Convolvulus) specific 
species Morning Glory Vine 15' x 2' 

These Ipomoea species remaining on the AZ Noxious Weed list (I. hederacea, I. 
purpurea, I. tricolor, I. triloba, and I. x leucantha) are prohibited. Three Ipomoeae 
species not on the AZ Noxious Weed list that are approved plants includes I. 
cristulata, I. longiflora, and I. ternifolia var. leptotoma. 

GROUNDCOVERS 

Baccharis sarothroides 'Starn' 
('Centennial ') Trailing Desert Broom 3' x 4' 

Invasive plant that reseeds easily producing copious seedlings of mixed form and 
height causing the plant to outgrow its space. Also, its seeds are invasive to the golf 
course and other residences. Repeated herbicide applications are needed to 
eradicate these seedlings. 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass 4-12" x 2-5"  Bermuda grass is considered a competitive and invasive weed that is non-native. It 
is a gardener's nightmare due to the difficulty of eradicating it. 
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Botanical Name Common Name Height x Spread Reason For Prohibition 

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES 

Cortaderia selloana 'Pumila' Dwarf Pampas Grass 
(STERILE ONLY) 5' x 6' An invasive weed in AZ because it is a prolific seed producer and easily germinates. 

Does not grow well in the lower desert and more suited for higher elevations. 

Pennisetum setaceum 'Cupreum' 
& 'Cupreum Compactum' Purple Fountain Grass 3-5' x 2-4' 

As of 2020, Fountain Grass was listed as an Arizona Noxious Weed because it is not 
consistently sterile and considered an invasive non-native weed. A good substitute 
is the Muhly grasses for color. 

Schismus barbatus Common Mediterranean Grass 0.5' x 1' 
The USDA and US Forest Service consider this grass as an invasive weed because it 
out-competes the native annual grasses. It is an annual bunchgrass that dies above 
85 degrees. 

        

PERENNIALS 

Asclepias tuberosa Butterflyweed 3' x 1' 

Many people grow milkweed to support butterflies. However, the Asclepias 
tuberosa harms butterflies because it contains the Ophryocystis elektroscirrha (OE) 
protozoan parasite linked to lower migration success in monarch population, as well 
as reductions in body mass, lifespan, mating success, and flight ability. 

Ruellia brittoniana Purple Ruellia 3-6' x 3-6' 

Considered invasive because of spreading to where it is not wanted by underground 
rhizomes, seeds ejecting to 10 feet, and animals and birds distributing the seeds 
further. Ruellia brittoniana 'Purple Showers' is not sterile as some claim. Instead 
consider Ruellia peninsularis, a shrub form that is not considered invasive. 

Ruellia coerulea Britton's Wild Petunia 3' x 3' 
Considered invasive because of spreading to where it is not wanted by underground 
rhizomes and seeds ejecting to 10 feet. Instead consider Ruellia peninsularis, a 
shrub form that is not considered invasive. 

Ruellia coerulea 'Katie' Katie Ruellia 1' x 2' 
Considered invasive because of spreading to where it is not wanted by underground 
rhizomes and seeds ejecting to 10 feet. Instead consider Ruellia peninsularis, a 
shrub form that is not considered invasive. 

Ruellia simplex Mexican Petunia 5' x 5' 
Considered invasive because of spreading to where it is not wanted by underground 
rhizomes and seeds ejecting to 10 feet. Instead consider Ruellia peninsularis, a 
shrub form that is not considered invasive. 

 
 


